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Note from the Editors 
We were lucky enough to receive more submissions for this year's edition of 
fishladder than we ever have before. As always, we were flooded with impressive 
poetry and fiction, giving our editors the difficult task of choosing the absolute 
best for inclusion in the magazine. We also had an uncharacteristically large 
number of submissions in creative nonfiction, art, and photography, resulting 
in some of the best work we've published in all of the genres. 
Like last year, we've chosen to highlight one submission in each genre for 
particular attention. This year, we chose Seth B. Doe's hilarious and bizarre 
"Melted Cheese & Sex Changes" in fiction. Breanne Lejeune's "These are 
Jack's Tattoos" is our poetry favorite for its startling, lasting images. In creative 
nonfiction, we've highlighted Audrey Zofchak's "Stranger In My Seams" as an 
example of how the genre can blend art and truth. And finally, Allyson Haller's 
cover artwork "Virgin On the Rocks" stands out with its striking colors and 
mesmerizing scene. 
The issue couldn't have come together without the help of many people. The 
Writing Department continually offers generous support and financing, allowing 
us to include the color art and photography that wasn't available two years ago. 
All of the genre editors and readers listed were also of tremendous help, offer-
ing their time and efiort throughout the year. And this year's clean, precise, and 
artful design is thanks almost entirely to the efforts ofJason Rederstorf. 
We feel privileged to publish all of the work in this year's issue. Hopefully, 
the stories and images included will impress you as a reader as much as they 
have us. 
TOM :FLEISCHMANN AND r::;\10RGAN SHERBURNE, EDlTORS 
